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*USSR: Reports on the background and causes 
of Khrushchev's downfall continue to underline the 
importance of differences within the leadership, 
with some emphasizing hiS handling of economic 
problems and others the disarray in the Communist 
world. 
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mediate cause of the coup against Khrushc 
Pravda’s publication on 2 October of a misleading 
account of the late September meeting of top party 
and government officials on a new long-term eco- 
nomic plan. | ] although 
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this meeting failed to reach agreement on final di- 
rectives for the plan, Pravda's account sought to 


convey the impression of an agreed directive to de- 
emphasize heavy industry and defense. The purpose 

] was to pre- 
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of the coup, | 


vent this alleged directive from being converted 
into action. 
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Kosygin was among those who opposed Khrush- 
chev's line at the late September meeting. ' 
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1 Kosygin's objections were based on 


grounds of economic rationality rather than on Khrush- 
chev's projected downgrading of defense priorities. 
Kosygin reportedly argued that Khrushchev's plan 
would waste resources and that it would either be ir- 
reversible once under way or so costly to reverse as 
to "make nonsense of the whole exercise." 
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it was 


opposition to scaling down aeiense priorities that 
proved conclusive in bringing about Khrushchev's 
downfall and the defeat of his economic program. 
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so far as the influence of any one 
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person on the military side was predominant it was 
Marshal Sokolovsky' s„ He added that Sokolovsky 
might be called out of retirement to replace the late 
Marshal Biryuzov as chief of the general staff. 

[jhe Rumanian ambassador in Paris told Ambas- 
sador Bohlen on 22 October that, in Bucharest’s view, 
the chief cause was domestic and economic and that 
Khrushchev had proposed a series of unsound and, 
as it turned out, unacceptable schemes for dealing 
with a ’’very bad” economic situation. The ambas- 
sador also thought dissatisfaction with Khrushchev’s 
handling of relations with other Communist countries 
had figured in his overthrow^ 


the TASS 

representative in Athens also indicated that the pri- 
mary reasons for Khrushchev’s removal were more 
internal than external and that his opponents desire 
an even greater development of the Soviet economy 
than Khrushchev was willing to promote. The TASS 
representative claimed on 19 October that the new 
leaders plan an ’’early reinforcement of the economy” 
along lines pleasing to Soviet consumers.^/ 


Suslov charged Khru- 
shchev with arbitrary exercise of power, unwilling- 
ness to accept advice, nepotism, and rude and violent 
reaction to criticism or suggestions. 


there will be no basic change in 
relations with China and that the split is irreconcil- 
able. 


Soviet press treatment since the coup suggests 
that the leaders are attempting to reassure the So- 
viet people that economic goals and operations remain 
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unchanged. A 22 October Pravda editorial omits 
the traditional emphasis on heavy industry and does 
not mention the requirements of defense which have 
been stressed in other post-Khrushchev statements. 
On 24 October in Paris, Foreign Trade Minister 
Patolichev stated that Soviet economic policy ’’con- 
tinues to be based on the raising of the population’s 
standard of living and we are continuing to put the 
emphasis on light industry. ” 


11 # 

«# 


Hi 

ft 

frit! 

|S 

ifir 


[Reports on foreign Communist reaction tend to 
give greater weight to Khrushchev’s tactics in the 
conflict with Peiping as the immediate cause of his 
removal. These reactions in part reflect foreign 25X1 

Communist surprise at the abrupt changeover and 

concern that the new Soviet l eaders may modify 

Khrushchev's China policy."? 
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* Sudan : The dissolution of the Sudanese Supreme 
Military Council and cabinet and the formation of a 
new government under long-time Prime Minister 
General Ibrahim Abboud is aimed at conciliating 
widespread anti- regime sentiment. 

Civilian opposition to the six-year old regime 
quickly consolidated after police crushed a student 
meeting at the University of Khartoum last week. 

Violent demonstrations, {confined at first to the 
Khartoum area, apparently spread to other northern 
cities^md a "national committee” including represent- 
atives of major civilian political and professional 
groups was established urging total participation in a 
general strike. Business and transportation came 
virtually to a standstill. 

There is no evidence that either the demonstra- 
tions or the strike had been planned before the uni- 
versity meeting. The spontaneous spread of disorder, 
however, as well as the demonstrated capacity of the 
opposition for rapid organization, have led the gov- 
ernment to adopt some compromise measures, 

Abboud called for immediate convening of the 
Central Council, a puppet civilian group organized 
last year as a preliminary step towards the long- 
promised establishment of civilian government. LA 
new cabinet will reportedly be purged of some hard- 
line military leaders in a further attempt to demon- 
strate the Army’s willingness to accede to civilian 

demands^ 

Civilian opposition leaders are, however, un- 
likely to be allowed any meaningful participation in 
the new government. Abboud and his lieutenants will 25X1 


probably atte mpt to keep real power in the hands of 


the military. 
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UK- UAR- Aden : [jhe labor government intends 
to make an effort to improve relations with the Arab 
governments, and especially the UAR.J 


i 
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lAs one of its first concerns, the Wilson govern- 
ment is closely reviewing Britain's Middle East 
policy. Foreign Secretary Walker has stated pub- 
licly that he looks forward to better relations with 
countries in the area, although both he and the For- 
eign Office expect that achieving this will be a 
lengthy process^ 

[Walker has told the Foreign Office, however, 
that the interests of friends such as Israel, Iran, 
and Saudi Arabia must also be kept in mind, and 
that he is determined to protect specific British 

interests. 7 


[The foreign secretary is apparently already 
somewhat dubious about Nasir's reliability, although 
he has notified Nasir of his wish to develop better 
relations^ 

[Colonial Secretary Greenwood is planning to 
visit Aden in about ten days, presumably to look 
into the possibility of constitutional changes and 
the acceleration of independence. Despite his 
sympathy for nationalist aspirations, however, 
Greenwood seems likely to find little room for ma- 
neuver^,] | 
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Gabon : The French apparently have forced Ga- 
bonese President Leon Mba to step down, 

Mba left for Paris on 23 October, and all indi- 
cations are that he will not return to Libreville, 

The chief of the French aid mission in Gabon told 
the US charge that Mba at first refused to leave the 
country but acceded when told by the French ambas- 
sador that the decision had been made in Paris and 
was irrevocable, 

Paris had maintained Mba in power in the face 
of widespread opposition since restoring him to 
office after an abortive coup last February. Dur- 
ing the past five weeks, however, Mba's goon squad 
had indulged in excessive brutality against opposi- 
tion elements and even some local Europeans. This 
evidently was more than Paris would tolerate. 

Neither Mba T s legal successor, lackluster Vice 
President Yembit, nor any other person identified 
with the Mba regime is likely to be able to muster 
popular support. The French themselves have be- 
come so identified with Mba's authoritarianism that 
it will probably be difficult for France to retain 
control over any successor regime. 

There has been no indication yet as to what 
Paris' next move will be. 
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Panama: /P resident Marco Robles’ position may 
be weakened by opposition to his urgently needed 
economic reform program. 'J 

[Powerful business interests and Arnulfo Arias' 
Panamenista Party, who have little in common ex- 
cept a determination to discredit Robles for their 
own purposes, are charging that the reforms are 
dictated by the United States. They may succeed in 
blocking legislative approval of the program^/ 

/This would probably disrupt Robles’ position in 
the new assembly, in which he has a small and un- 
stable majority. He would then find it difficult to 
muster legislative support for any agreement ac- 
ceptable to the US on canal arrangement sjj 

[_Robles is deeply concerned over the grave fiscal 
and other economic problems he inherited on 1 Octo- 
ber. He made a strong appeal for public support in 
a speech on 22 October./ 

[perhaps as a counterbalance, Robles is moving 
to collect taxes from US oil companies based in the 
Zone which service ships transiting the canal. His 
government probably plans similar taxation of other 
private enterprises operating in the Zone, claiming 
that they operate outside the 1903 treaty provisions. 
Such action would help Ro bles refute charges of sub- 
ordination to US interests. 
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Cuba-Africa : [The Cuban delegation to the re- 
cent Cairo conference of nonaligned nations was re- 
portedly able to engage in effective cultivation of 
African chiefs of state] 


[One result will probably be incr eased Cuban 
ohiatic representation in Africa. 


diplohiatic representation in Africa. 

| the discussions Presi- 
dent Dorticos had in Cairo with African leaders may 
result in new Cuban diplomatic establishments in 
Burundi, Ethiopia, Tunisia, Dahomey, and possibly 
Nigeria. At present, Cuba maintains embassies in 
the UAR, Algeria, Morocco, Guinea, Ghana, Mali, 
and the United Republic of Tanganyika and Zanzibar J 

|Cuba wants a "spe- 
cial relationship" with the Congo (Brazzaville) and 
has decided to furnish arm s to that government. 

jHolden Roberto has re- 

ceived tentative offers of aid to his Angolan insur- 
gency movement. Cuba apparently also a greed to 
rovide and staff a hosnital for Burundi 
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* Bolivia: (information as of 0500 EST) The 
security situation is becoming increasingly serious 
as the government braces for another round of vio- 
lent disturbances today. 

Rioting broke out yesterday in Oruro, a mining 
town some 150 miles south of La Paz, and in Sucre, 
and Potosi in southeastern Bolivia. At least three 
students were killed in Oruro when extremists, joined 
by leftist- led miners, turned an anti-government 
student demonstration into a full scale riot. In Sucre, 
students destroyed the radio station and sacked the 
homes of government officials. 

Serious trouble is expected in La Paz today. 
Students plan a march to commemorate the death of 
a student killed in rioting last week. The commun- 
ist-controlled radio station at Huanuni, a mining 
center near Oruro, is exhorting miners to attend 
protest demonstrations in Oruro today, and students 
plan further demonstrations in Sucre and Potosi. In 
uneasy Cochabamba, the scene of bloody riots last 
week, officials have declared a state of emergency 
in anticipation of further violence. 
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So far security forces have managed to restore 
order with a minimum of difficulty. Stocks of anti- 
riot equipment are running low, however, and simul- 
taneous uprisings throughout the country will severely 
tax the ability of the police and the military to c ontrol 
the situation. 1 
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